SKWNGOVKRNMKNT.                             43

tinned his work, and he was busy with municipal matters
till within a few hours of his death.

Ranchhodlal was a keen and accurate observer, a logical
reasoner and a man of equable temper. Once convinced
of the truth of a particular opinion, he was ready to support
it patiently against nil criticism without lesort to anger,
intrigue or retaliation, in the conviction that its truth must
ultimately be made manifest. Avoiding any display of
passion, he was ever ready in his public speeches and official
reports to say a good word for liis opponents and faithfully
to represent their views, even though he himself might
differ from them. In the height of controversy he
was careful to avoid hurting the fedings of those who
declined to accept his opinions and policy, and the respect
which he invariably shoved to all did much to assuage
the bitterness of the conflict. His singleness of purpose,
his capacity, his diplomatic handling oi municipal questions,
impressed all those with whom he came in contact. Suc-
cessive Collectors of Ahraaclabad, Mr. H. B. M. (now Sir
Evan) James, Mr. G. B. Reid, Mr. C. E. Frost, Mr. M. 0.
Gibb, and Mr. P. J. Mead, from time to time recorded their
sense of his devotion to the interests of the city and
emphasized the value of his ripe experience and wisdom.
Mcns &gua in arduis might well have been chosen as liis
motto, for the temporary failure of his plans and the open
hostility of the market-place were alike powerless to shake
his courage and constancy.